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IL—Home Apmuisraation. 
(a)—Police. 


A coRBESPONDENT of the Chdruvdrid, of the 4th August, says that the  ssnevant, 


i _ police in the village of Itna and several other “"* “”*” 
the police. in, the meer vine” villages in one extremity of the Mymensingh 

re | district are exercising their powers with a 

high hand. The villagers have become quite sick of their oppressions. This 

state of things can be remedied if the Subdivisional Officer of Netrokona 

makes tours through these villages at least twice every year. The most 

superficial enquiry will reveal to him how the local police perform their duties. 


a heey, PRATIKAR, 
The chowkidari system. hie < ia. of the 8th August, Aug. i: 1890. 


Although it is the duty of the ruler to provide for the safety of the life 
and property of his subjects, the English Government in India has thought fit 
to shirk that duty, and has imposed upon the people themselves the task of 
protecting their lives and property. It is true the Government pays the 
police, but the salaries of the immediate guardians of the public peace in the 
villages, namely, the village chowkidars, are derived directly from the villagers 
in the shape of a chowkidari tax. The duty of controlling the chowkidars is 
vested both in the police and in the panchayets. It is only here that the old 
panchayet system has been allowed to survive, and the reason why it has been 
allowed to survive is, that Government finds it convenient to take the name of 
self-government in getting the unpleasant chowkidari tax collected by unpaid 
agents chosen from among the people themselves. Nor are these panchayets 
well treated by the Government, which has virtually made them executors of the 
orders of police officers, however low the latter may be in their position. Is 
it to be expected, then, that really respectable people will voluntarily come 
forward to serve as panchayets ; that is to say, to discharge unpleasant duties 
towards their neighbours and to be contemptuously treated by the underlings 
of the police? Certainly not; but the law is stringent, and the better portion 
of a village community, therefore, have recourse to devices for the purpose of 
eluding the law. The men who generally form panchayets are, therefore, 
men of a very inferior sort, who are unable to discharge their functions 
eficiently. They fear to incur the displeasure of their relations and fellow- 
villagers, and the collecting panchayet, who is not free from this fear, is 
unable to recover the whole chowkidari tax. Chowkidars have, therefore, in 
many cases to go without their pay. The law gives the chowkidar power to 
recover his salary from the collecting panchayet with the help of the 
police, and in some cases chowkidars have been known to exercise this power. 
But in the majority of cases the chowkidars have an interest in not harassing 
the collecting panchayet in this way. For he wants to be on good terms 
with the panchayet in order that he may pursue unmolested those private 
avocations in which he is obliged to engage himself for the purpose of supple- 
menting his very small income from the pay of his post. And the chowkidar’s 
forbearance saves the, panchayet the unpleasantness of being harsh upon his. 
neighbours in the collection of the chowkidari cess. Tbat this practice 
actually prevails is known to all who are thoroughly acquainted with the 
working of the panchayet system. It is not likely that Government knows 
anything about it. And if it does come to know of it, it will only make the 
panchayet law still. more stringent. But not even the most stringent panchayet 
aw will set matters right in this respect. A thorough reform alone will 
effect that. 

A reform of the chowkidari system in the superficial manner proposed 
by the Government will fail to remove the evils which are now associated 
With itg working. An increase of the chowkidari tax will not yield the 
Proper remedy. Such an increase will only add to the already heavy burden 
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resting on the villagers. Government is exhausting its exchequer ; 
maintenance of a standing army as asafeguard against any possible ; 
of the country in the remote future. But who is to look after the ; 
life and property of its subjects in the immediate present? It 
alone that the ruler acts upon the principle that the duty of guardi 
future evils belongs to the sovereign and the duty of preventing present ey) 
belongs to the subject. This policy is hardly in keeping with the profession 
which is so often made by the English rulers of India, namely, that shes 
spare no pains to make their subjects feel as little as possible that they ie 
under a foreign yoke. 

The writer is of opinion that the following suggestions, if carried Out, 
will effect a thorough reform of the chowkidari system :— 


(1) Permitting chowkidars to engage in private work during a portion 
of the day time for the purpose of making an extra earning 
This will do away with the necessity of increasing the 
chowkidars’ pay. This course will be the best to take, consi. 
dering that no increase that can be given to the chowkidar 
will be large enough to enable him to discontinue his present 
practice of engaging in private work. The permission to 
engage in private work which 1s proposed to be given to 
the chowkidars will not in any way interfere with thei 
public duties, as they have very little work to do during 
day time. 

(2) The collecting panchayet should be a paid officer and should be 
entrusted with the duty of superintending the work of the 
chowkidars. The other panchayets, who will not be paid, 
should be required to exercise only a general supervision 
over the work of the chowkidars and the collecting 
panchayet. If these panchayets are not hampered by 


0 the 
DVasion 
© Safety of 
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obligations dischargeable to the police, respectable people 
will gladly accept these posts, and the panchayet system 
will work better than it has done up to the present time. 


&. The Dacca Prakash, of the 10th August, publishes a letter from 
Ibrahim Hossein, a dismissed head-constable 
stable of the Contai sub-division of the of the Contai sub-division of the Midnapore 


The story of a dismissed head-con- 


a district, of which the following is an abstract :— 


Ibrahim was appointed a second class head-constable in the district of 
Midnapore in 1884, and served with credit in that capacity for four or five 
years. In the fifth year of his service he was transferred to the Chaulkhola 
police outpost on the sea-coast within the jurisdiction of the Contai sub- 
division. Shortly after his transfer, Mr. Thomas, an inexperienced boy, came 
to Contai as Assistant Superintendent of Police. He began to give hin 


self lordly airs, and once severely reprimanded a constable for having called 


him Chhota saheb instead of Burra saheb. By his order the writer supplied 


him with sea-fish and sea-crabs for some time, at his own expense. Aad 


when he became unable to bear this additional expenditure, the saheb be- 
came angry with him and said—‘ tomko ham tamasa dekhlaoega.” Bince 
then, whenever he came to the outpost, he never missed an opportunity of 
reporting against the writer. About this time some constables of the salt 
police went to the mofussil in search of contraband salt, and were forcibly 
detained on a false charge by an influential ryot who bore a grudge against 
them. Though the place in which the constables were detained was within 
the jurisdiction of the writer, still the person who detained them did not come 
to him, but went to the sub-inspector of the Ramnagar station and made § 
complaint to him, which he did not take. In the meantime the writer Woe 
informed of the incident by Pachusan chowkidar and he went to the scene ° 
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the occurrence accompanied by about a hundred constables and released the 
constables. The case was investigated by the sub-inspector, Lala Beni- 
madbab, and certain persons were sent up. But it broke down, and the 
qsamis Were acquitted. In the meantime, Mr. Thomas came to investigate 
the case and wrote a report recommending the dismissal of the writer on the 

ound that he knew of the detention of the constables and did not from 
cowardice promptly go to their rescue. The failure of the case was due to 
the fact of the sub-inspector of Ramnagar not having taken the complaint 
which was made tohim. Mr. Thomas knew this, but he suppressed it because 
he was on friendly terms with the sub-inspector, who supplied him with sea- 
fsh and sea-crabs and gave him mongooses to play with. Shortly after this 
, dacoity was committed within the jurisdiction of the outpost in charge of 
the writer; and while he and the sub-inspector of the Ramnagar station 
were investigating it, Mr. Thomas sent them two gerwanas, one to each, 
‘nforming them that he would see them the next day. The sub-inspector 
of the Ramnagar station received the perwana at about 8 or 9 o'clock in 
the evening and ordered the writer to furnish all necessary information re- 
garding the dacoity, such as the distance of the scene of the dacoity from the 
| outpost, and so forth, to the mohurir of the saheb. The writer did so, 
and the chalan, containing among other things the information wanted, 
vas returned to him with the signature of the moharir. Next day the saheb 
came to the outpost and ordered the sub-inspector to abandon the dacoity 
theory, and threatened the writer by saying that he would show him a éamasha 
because he had got up a dacoity case. When he left the outpost, the writer 
accompanied him some distance in the hope of pacifying him. The saheb 
having said in the course of the conversation that he knew not the distance 
of the scene of the dacoity from the outpost, the writer shewed him the 
chalan containing the necessary information. The saheb then went to 
Contai and called for the chalan containing the signature of the mohurir 
which had been shewn to him by the writer. He then submitted a report 
against the writer, charging him with having antedated the chalan. Upon 
receiving this report, the District Superintendent of Police wrote to the 
- Magistrate recommending the writer’s dismissal. ‘The Magistrate called for 
an explanation from the writer, and the writer was suspended. Upon receiving 
the writer's explanation, the District Superintendent of Police wrote to the 
sub-inspector of the Ramnagar station, asking him whether the chalan was 
actually written by the writer on the date itbore. The sub-inspector having 
answered the question in the affirmative, the District Superintendent of Police 
had no other alternative left than to characterise the sub-inspector’s state- 
ment as false. He then had the writer’s explanation translated, and sent the 
translation, which was a very bad one, to the Magistrate, recommending the 
dismissal of the writer on the ground of his having shewn a false receipt. 
In teply the Magistrate wrote to learn whether the writer was anyway to blame 
for his action in connection with the constable case noticed above. This 
reply made the District Superintendent very angry—so much so, that when 
8 mohurir submitted to him the papers of the constable case, he flung 
them away in anger, The mohurir kept the papers with himself and asked 

© writer two or three questions about the case five days after. The mohurir 
'ranslated into English the answers given by the writer, and submitted a 
report recommending either the writer's degradation or dismissal. The 

agistrate believed these English translations, and dismissed the writer on the 
“large of cowardice. The writer appealed to the Commissioner of Burdwan. 
Vhen the appeal was heard, the writer’s pleader read out a portion of the 
report submitted by Mr. Thomas charging the writer with cowardice. Upon 
“aring the word ‘cowardice’ mentioned in Mr. Thomas’ report, the Com- 
“isloner cried out—‘ gross cowardice,’ and dismissed. the case without 


SaHACHAR, 
Aug. 6th, 1890. 
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Aug. 7th, 1890. 
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hearing anything else. The writer then came to Calcutta, + 


ut 
means prevented him from bringing his case before Government — 


(6)— Working of the Courts. 


4, The Sahachar, of the 6th August, says that according to 4) 
Government of India, the jury system ig m 
- sponsible for the escape of a large number of 
offenders. That Government therefore wants to change that system, ang ? 
has, with that object, called for reports on its working from all Magistrates 
and District Judges. It may be safely predicted that the Huropean Judges 
and: Magistrates will report against the system. All India, however, jg in 
favour of trial by jury, and that is clear from the fact that the representa. 
tives of all classes of people who met at the Town Hall of Calcutta durin 
the Ilbert Bill controversy asked for this very safeguard of their liberty, 
This system of trial by jury is not a wholly new thing in this county, 
Something like it was known to the people of this country hundreds of years 
before the time when the Druids of England lived their wild life. And this 
system is now the only means of protecting people from convictions resting 
upon the ignorance and incapacity of the Sessions Judges. Very few of 
these Judges have any realcommand of the vernaculars of the country o 
possess any knowledge of the manners and customs of the people, hey 
are thus betrayed into making ludicrous mistakes, and they often insist on 
believing evidence which every one else in court believes to be false. In | 
these cases it is the jury that prevent people from being unjustly convicted. 
It will, therefore, be very improper for Government to abolish trial by jury. 
Besides, it is not true after all that jurors in this country are, in most cases, 
unwilling to pass the verdict of guilty. It is the assessors who can be justly 
accused of that failing. As a matter of fact, Indian jurors pass the verdict 
of guilty in more cases than Irish and Welsh jurors. Government com- 
plains of the escape of a large number of offenders; and it will find, if it 
enquires, that the unwillingness of European jurors to.see their countrymen | 
punished often results in the escape of European offenders, This statement 
is borne out by the small number of European offenders :who have been 
convicted during the last fifty years. When so many safeguards have been 
devised for the protection of the Europeans in India, the native subjects o 
Her Majesty the Queen-Empress are surely entitled to some consideration. 
Before abolishing trial by jury, Government should carefully consider the fac 
that the Civilian Judges do not like to see independence in the native pleaders, 
and that they do not look upon native jurors with a favourable eye. ‘The public 
too, have not made any complaint against jury trial, and there exist no polit 
cal considerations necessitating its abolition. ‘Under these circumstance |t 
will be a grave political blunder to destroy or damage jury trial. Not eve. 
in Russia does any class of people enjoy any exclusive privilege in the law 
courts ; but in India the courts do make a distinction between native a0" 
European. And the abolition of jury trial will have the effect of intensifying 
that distinction to the utter discredit of.the British administration of thi 
country. 
5. The Nacuyuya, of the 7th August, disapproves of the proposal o 
The proposed abolition of the first Government toa. abolish the first class Bu 
clase Babordinate Judgeshipe. ordinate Judgeships, and to spend: the avis 
which will be thus effected in giving District Judgeships. carrying 4% : 
of Rs. 1,200 per month to six Statutory Civilians. Ai first class Subordint 
Judgeship is now the only post which a Munsif. looks: up to opts? . 
for years of hard labour. ‘The abolition of these posts will : ther - 
greatly discourage the Subordinate Judicial Service. If Governme a 
really desirous of reducing expenditure with the view of improving the 
of the Statutory Civilians, it ought to attain its object by reducing the salal 
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Sessions Judges. But as that will mean injuring the interests of 
o edabmen, Sir Steuart Bayley will lack courage to do % 


6. The Surabht-o-Patékd, of the 8th August, is opposed to the 
The first class Subordinate Judge- Lieutenant-Governor’s proposal to abolish the 


shine. post of first.class Subordinate Judge. It is 


these first class Subordinate Judges who have increased the prestige of the 
Subordinate Judicial Service. 


7. The same paper refers to the petition addressed to the Lieutenant- 
Maulavi Fazlal Karim, Deputy Governor by Fazil Khan and Bhutnath Khan 
Magistrate of Jehanabad. against Maulavi Fazlal Karim, Deputy Magis- 
trate of Jehanabad, in the district of Hooghly, ‘and hopes that His Honour 
will give permission to the petitioners to file a suit against the Deputy 
Magistrate. It is very desirable that charges against offensive officials 


should be enquired into and the officials themselves punished if the charges 
are found to be true. 


8, The Samaya, of the Pg refers to the application sub- 
he i © mitted to the Lieutenant-Governor by Fazil 
aitiate db Tdesied, wise te. Khon end Bhutnath Khan against Maulavi 


trict of Hooghly. Fazlal Karim, Deputy Magistrate of Jehana- 
bad, and remarks as follows :— 


The applicants have brought a very serious charge against the Deputy 
Magistrate, and the Lieutenant-Governor will, it is hoped, make a careful 
enquiry into the matter. If Maulavi Fazlal is found guilty, he ought to be 
dismissed. The District Magistrate acted very improperly by counter- 
manding his order transferring the case against the applicants to the file 
of some other Magistrate than the Honorary Magistrate of Jehanabad. He 
should have known that as the Deputy Magistrate did not give effect to his 


order for releasing the applicants on bail, their apprehension regarding a 
failure of justice was not wholly groundless. 


9. The Sudhakar, of the 8th August, says that in spite of the anxiety 
Maulavi Naimuddin versue Mir Of the Mahomedan community to see the case 
Musarruf Hossein. of Maulavi Naimuddin versus Mir Musarruf 
Hossein at an end, that case has again been postponed to the 15th August. 
What may be the object of the Judge in thus repeatedly postponing this 
case? Is there any mystery in it ? 


(d)—Hducation. 


10. The Dainik-o-Samdchar Chandrika, of the 7th August, says that 

The Cuttack Ravenshaw College it is not its business to ascertain, in connection 
hostel case. with the Ravenshaw College hostel case, who 
is the really offending party—Professor Abinash Chandra, the companions of 
the prostitutes, or the hostel students. But the writer must say that ifthe 
students were the real offenders, the punishment which has been inflicted on 
them has been too heavy. It is to be hoped that the Head Assistant of the 
Director of Public Instruction will see this and explain it clearly to the 


Director, The error may yet be rectified, and no opportunity for rectifying 
1t should be missed. 


11. A correspondent of the Sudhdkar, of the 8th August, writing 
ersian teachers in the Dacea {rom Dacca, questions the correctness of the 
isl0n. views expressed by another correspondent 
ofthe same paper (sce R. N. P., 2nd August, paragraph 11) on the 
subject of the appointment of Persian teachers in the Dacca Division. The 
Present correspondent says that tere are mapy English-knowing Maulavis 
available for employment as Persian teachers. 
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12. The Samaya, of the 8th August, thinks that the Syndicate of the 


-saffliation of the Bipon Calcutta University has acted very ; 

college. einem ares by disaffiliating the Ripon College. By. 
that the percentage rule was passed by the Syndicate in 1865, but it dia Se 
receive the assent of either the Senate or the Chancellor. So it ig not ore 0 
for the University authorities to punish a college for violating a ryle wiles 
has not the force of law. Besides, the writer has heard that Bat, 
Surendra Nath was not at all asked to explain how or why the rule re 
violated, and that the witnesses on whose evidence the University has come 
to its decision in the matter were not examined in the presence either of 
Baboo Surendra Nath or of any one representing him. Nor was Baboo 
Surendra Nath given an opportunity of cross-examining those Witnesses 
It is a matter of deep regret that a scandal like the present has occurred 
during the Vice-Chancellorship of Mr. Justice Gurudas Banerji, and the 
writer is glad to learn that the question will be discussed in the Senate, | 

13. The Surabhi-o-Patakd, of the 8th August, refers to the proposed 


The disaffiliation of the Ripon isaffiliation of the Ripon College, anj 
College. observes as follows :— 


The writer cannot believe that the authorities of the Ripon College 
sent upa student to the B.L. Examination knowing that he had not 
attended a single lecture in the College. It is true that cases like the 
present one sometimes occur, and in one instance a student of the Presidency 
College, who was absent for six months, was marked present in the register 
all that time. A class friend of his used to say “ present” to his name, 
Obviously such things are done by bribing the clerks. It is also rumoured 
in the present case that the persons who were accused of having sent up 
the student were not asked to explain their conduct, and were given no 
opportunity of cross-examining the witnesses against them. If there be truth 
in this, then the Syndicate must be blamed for having proposed the dis- 
affiliation of the College. The writer fully approves of the Senate taking 
up the matter in its own hands. 

14. The same paper, in taking exception to Pandit Harish Chandra 
Kaviratna’s Sanskrit compilation called the 
Rupakaratnam, makes the following te 
marks :— 


As the compilation consists of selections from different Sanskrit dramas, 
the students will not benefit by its perusal to the extent they would have if 
they had been required to read whole dramas. The compilation must also 
be pronounced a failure if its object be to teach Sanskrit. The selections from 
the different dramatic works have not also been properly made. Those 
taken from the Abhzjnana Sukuntala, the Mudrarakshasa, and the Prabodha 
Chandrodaya, for instance, do not seem to have been made with care atl 
discrimination, The Mudrarakshasa and the Prabodha Chandrodaya att 
very difficult plays, and no selections should have been made from them. 
The compiler has given in Sanskrit the plots of the dramas from whict 
selections have been made. It is his own Sanskrit, and it looks more like 
Bengali translated into Sanskrit than like Sanskrit. The University 
authorities must therefore be admitted to have acted very improperly 1 
selecting the Rupakaratnam as a text-book for their examinations. 

15. A correspondent of the Dainik-o-Samdchdr Chandriké, of the 
11th August, gives the following accouat 
the Ravenshaw College hostel case :— 
“There is only a wall between the Ravenshaw College building and the 
hostel attached to the college. The college has two gates—one on the east 
and another on the west. The hostel has also two gates—one on the — 
and another on the east. For a long time there was no gate on the hoste 


The Rupakaratnam. 


The Cuttack hostel case. 
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side; but a8 a portion of the wall on that side was breached, people used 
that opening 1 order to go to the river Kathyuri. The collectorate amla 
also used that path. Though the use of that path by the public caused 
much inconvenience to the boarders in the hostel, the path could not he 
closed against the public, because it was not provided with a door. It is onl 

a few months since a gate was put on that side. But notwithstanding the 
gate the public continued to use the path as before. On the 15th of April 
last the boarders applied to the Principal of the college for permission to 
close the gate. There upon the Principal, Mr. Ager, passed the following 
order :—* Have a lock put on the south gate of the hostel, and let the 
chowkidar keep the key and have the east gate repaired,,and order the 
chowkidar to keep the gates shut at times when it will not be in convenient to 
the boarders.’ As the closing of the gate prevented the servants of Abinash 
Babu from using that path for the purpose of going to the river, they brought 
the matter to their master’s notice. Thereupon Abinash Babu questioned 
the boarders on the subject, and the Principal’s order was sent to him. 


‘Abinash Babu made the following comment on the order :—‘ This is on my 


recommendation. It is not meant that the gates are to be kept shut always, 
especially this month of Baisakh.” Every one will admit that the use of the 
hostel compound as a public thoroughfare caused much inconvenience 
to the boarders. ‘Things belonging to the boarders used to be stolen from 
time to time in broad daylight. In the latter part of 1886, or in the begin- 
ning of 1887 a piece of cloth was stolen during the day and the thief was 
arrested and sent to jail. In 1888 a book was stolen from the hostel. The 
closing of the gate offended Abinash Babu, and Abinash Babu had another 
cause to be angry with the boarders. The servant attached to the hostel 
used to absent himself from the hostel and did menial work in Abinash 
Babu’s house. The boarders having brought this matter to the notice of 
the Principal, he ordered the servant, wbo was called the chowkidar, to be 
always present in the hostel. On the 25th April, the day on which the 
disturbances occurred, the southern gate of the hostel was closed in the 
evening as usual and the boarders retired to their respective rooms. Jogendra 
and Raghunath were conversing in Jogendra’sroom. At about 8 p.m. a noise 
was heard within the hostel compound, and the two boys named above went 
out to see what the matter was. They saw some students in the verandah and 
some men and women making a noise in the middle of the hostel compound. 
Srikrishna Mahapatra was also seen to make a sudden move towards the 
eastern gate and Jogendra followed him. I went there and found Srikrishna 
closing the gate. The men and women referred to above were in an 
lntoxicated condition. Tbe men were 4 or 5 in number, and the women, 
2 or 8, were prostitutes. They did not enter the hostel, through any of its 
gates. If they had done so, the boarders, whose rooms were near those 
gates, would have seen them enter. Possibly they entered by the sudder 
gate of the college and were going towards the river on the south. Be 
that as it may, the men and women, instead of retreating, went on making 
hose, when some of the boarders thought of giving information of the 
Matter to Abinash Babu, and asked Jogendra Babu to call upon 
him, Jogendra went away. ‘The eastern gate remained open. Srikrishna 
accompanied Jogendra. They met Abinash Babu on the way. He 
was coming to the hostel, hearing the noise. On reaching the hostel 
compound he ordered the men and women to depart, and, without telling 
them anything, began to reprove Srikrishna. Next morning he informed 
the Principal of the matter, but as the college closed tnat day, no step 
was taken by the Principal. Some days after this incident, a gentleman 
sent a telegram on the subject to a Calcutta paper, blaming Abinash Babu. 
The paper did not publish the telegram, Somehow or other the telegram 
came into the hands of Sir Alfred Croft, who sent it on to the Principal, 


GRAMVASI 
Aug. Ith, 1890. 


DAINIK-O-SAMACHAR 
CHANDRIKA | 


Aue. 12th, 1890. 


( 764 ) 


Mr. Ager, for enquiry. The Principal entrusted Abinash Bab 
enquiry. Abinash Babu did not make any public enquiry, nor gia he 
put any questions to Jogendra or Srikrishna or any other boarder, H 
threw the whole blame upon the two students named above, and submitted 
a report to the Principal, who passed an order on the 26th June for 
their expulsion from the college. When this order was passed, J ogendra 
was in Puri and Srikrishna in his country home. On returning to 
the college Srikrishna asked for copies of the papers of the case, and 
Jogendra asked Mr. Ager to reconsider his decision. Mr. Ager then Wrote 
as follows :—‘ From the original report of the Assistant Professor, from the 
subsequent enquiry, and from your letter of the 11th instant, I have 
no doubt in my mind that you abetted Sri Krishna Mahapatra wit, 
malicious intention in,the row. Therefore Ido not feel it necessary t, 
reconsider my order of your expulsion from the College.” But as a matte, 
of fact no ‘subsequent enquiry ’ was held. When copies of the original report 
and the report of the subsequent enquiry were asked for, the Principal said 
—‘ Ag the original report, or rather explanation, which you ask for, has been 
sent to the District Inspector, I am unable to furnish you with the copy of it.” 
The Editor adds that it will be a matter of regret if even a portion of the 
charges which have been brought against Abinash Babu be true. He cannot 
be said to have acted with the dignity befitting his office, while the Principal 
has shown weakness throughout. He seems to have acted at the bidding of 
Abinash Babu. But all this may be yet remedied, and the remedy lies with 
the Director of Public Instruction. It will be a month before the Director 
returns from his tour. In the meantime the head clerk of the Director ought 
to prepare an abstract of all the papers of the case and send it to Sir Alfred 
Croft for final orders. ‘The expelled students are well known for their good 
character and polite bearing, and the Principal of the Ravenshaw College 
has acted unjustly by punishing them so severely. 


16. The Grdmvdsi, of the 11th August, publishes a letter written by 


a some chief gurus, complaining of the incon- 
ae ee of venience which is caused to them by delay in 


the payment of their grants by the District 
Board of Howrah. The grants are required to be paid every three months, 


but the Board sometimes allows six months to pass before paying them. As 
the pupils of the gurus do not pay their fees regularly, and often pay them 
in kind, the gurus depend chiefly on the Government grants, which should, 
therefore, be paid regularly and at the end of every month. And if the 
Board insists on paying the grants every three months, it ought to pay W 
the gurus the interest on the moneys which they are, in the meantioe, 
compelled to borrow. The Board should not also deduct from the grants of 
the gurus the money-order charge. a 
17. Referring to the report of the Committee appointed to enquire 
7 ee into the subject of the disclosure of questions 
at, Hill and Pandit Harish Chan- get at the last F.A. Examination, the Dainst- 
o-Samdchadr Chandrika, of the 12th August, 
strongly condemns Pandit Harish Chandra Kaviratna. But whilst con 
demning the Pandit, the writer says that the Pandit’s offence was less serious 
than that of Mr. Hill. For whilst the Pandit regularly taught the books on 
which the disclosed questions had been set, Mr. Hill did not at all teach the 
book from which he gave hints to his boys, and lectured on it to the exclu- 
sion of other books only a few days before the examination. In giving 
notes to his boys on Helps’ Hvsays, Mr. Hill went out of his way 4 ® 
lecturer, whilst in giving notes to his boys in Sanskrit, Pandit Harish Chan- 
dra did not go out of his way. The Pandit was only careless. Mr. 
was wilfully wrong. And Mr. Hill has aggravated his offence by attemp' 
ing to vindicate his action before the Committee. 


U with the 
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(2)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


18. The Chdruvdrid, of the 28th July, draws attention to the 
miserable condition of the new cattle-pound 
at Nabinchar in Mymensingh town, and 
| expresses a hope that the local authorities 
will make an enquiry into the matter and improve the condition of the 


pound. 


The pound at Nabinchar in Mymen- 
singh town. 


A latrine tax in the Burdwan Muni- proposal of the Burdwan Municipality to 
cipality. impose a latrine tax, makes the following 
observations :— 

The Sanitary Commissioner with Government more than once requested 
the Burdwan Municipality to impose a latrine tax, stating that sucn a tax 
was required on sanitary grounds. But as the existing arrangements 
for removing the night-soil of the municipality had given rise to no 
complaints on the score of insanitation, the Commissioners refused to give 
effect to the Sanitary Commissioner’s proposal. But they have now changed 
their mind and asked the permission of Government to impose a latrine tax. 
Why have the Commissioners so suddenly changed their mind? Do they 
think that the system which had hitherto proved successful can no longer be 
worked with success? If so, it is they themselves that will be to blame. 
They cannot now say that the system is bad, for they themselves recom- 
mended its adoption. It issaid that difficulty has been latterly experienced 
in realising the latrine fee, and that people sometimes manage to evade its 
payment. But all this proves only carelessness on the part of the executive 
oficers of the municipality, and no fault in the system is which now in force. 
The fact that a large number of the rate-payers have petitioned Government 
against the imposition of a latrine-tax proves that the existing arrangement 
is a very popular one. The imposition of a latrine tax will benefit a few 
and will cause great hardship to many. Government will therefore carefully 
consider the matter before passing orders. 

20. A correspondent of the same paper says that the Chairman, Vice- 
Chairman, and some of the members of the 
3 Culna’ Local Board take very little interest 
in their work. The Chairman who is a pleader of the Burdwan Courts 
resides in Burdwan. One of the members of the Board is a medical practi- 
Honer in Ranigunge, and no one has ever seen him in Culna. The Vice- 
Chairman is a pleader of the Munsit’s Court at Culna, and comes to 
the office of the Board after nightfall by way of taking a walk. Another 
member of the Board is the doctor of the Culna Raj hospital, and his 
knowledge of the Culna subdivision is confined within tne four walls of the 
house he lives in. The condition of the roads in the subdivision is 
miserable, and no grant has been made by the Board for the repair of village 
roads. If the members of the Board cannot lay aside their private interests for 
the purpose of serving those of the public, they ought to resign. The Magis- 
rag of veo is requested to take notice of the miserable condition of 

e Board. 

21. The Sanjivani, of the 9th August, has learnt that Baboo Ambika 
Baboo Ambika Charan Roy, Chairman Charan Roy, Chairman of the South Suburban 
‘tthe South Suburban Municipality. Municipality, often employs municipal servants 
and carts in his private service, thereby abusing the trust which has been 
reposed in him by the rate-payers, and applying municipa! funds to the 
furtherance of his private ends. The municipal coolies, for instance, are 
often employed by him to look after his own garden, or to carry bricks and 
Mortar for the construction of his own godown in the bazar: the sardars of 
the coolies are employed to make collections from his tenants, or to keep 


The Culna Local Board. 
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watch in his garden, and the municipal carts of the Mat 
may be seen on the Diamond Harbour road bringing bricks 
private ea , ee ae 
22. e Dacca Gazette, of the ugust, says that . 
bulls in Dacca are shockingly want 
In addition to their being worked from - d, 
till 2pm, they are generally taken out by the mehters at 10 py Pe 
brought back till morning, when they are again harnessed without Aes 
given a moment’s rest. ‘These animals are also horribly ill-treated by thee 
drivers. And their treatment at the hands of the mehters at any pond in = 
process of being filled up is enough to make one’s heart sick. The fact th ' 
those poor animals are overworked is not unknown to the Munici : 
authorities. The writer got all this information from an employé in fh 
Municipal Office. The Secretary should have no difficulty in removing the 


complaints. 


9 &c., for his 


Municipal bulls in Dacca. 


(9) —Railways and communications, including canals and irrigation, 


23. Acorrespondent of the Burdwan Sanjivant, of the 5th August 
A road in the Cutwa subdivision of S4YyS that the condition of the road leading to 
the Burdwan district. Gopalgan] from Kurachi, which is a portion 
of the Kurachi-Cutwa road, 1s extremely miserable. The road is overgrown 
with prickly plants and is submerged in the rainy season. It is the only 
road to Cutwa from 14 or 15 neighbouring villages, and its repair i 
absolutely necessary. 
24. A correspondent of the Samaya, of the 8th August, says that the 
The Memari-Satgachi road in the POrtion of the Memari-Satgachi road Jying 
district of Burdwan. between Taktipur and Satgechi being cutcha, 
the passage of carts or carriages over it becomes very difficult in the rainy 
season. The authorities are asked to metal the cutcha portion. 
25. <A correspondent of the same paper says that in consequence of 
The railway line through the village there being no wire fencing along the railway 
of Dhalakari in North Bengal. line through the village of Dhalakari, accidents 
sometimes happen to village cattle. As the carriages on the line are very 
small and open on the sides, passengers too are put to great inconvenience 
during the rains. 
26. The Bangabast, of the 9th August, has learnt that the village 
ao ee: Elangi, in the Kumarkhali thana of the 
Agana ranted in a village inthe Nuddea district is completely submerged 
during the rainy season every year, and this 
has happened for the last ten or twelve years. The representations 
of the people to the Government for cutting a canal through the village 
to serve as an outlet for the accumulating water have failed to produce any 
effect. How long are the villagers to lead such a miserable life ? | 
27. he same paper has learnt that the road which is the only 
| ) ‘means of communication between the villages 
othe arPergumake tet? of Kakfulthalé, Sangachurd, and Gabsrit 
is in a deplorable condition, and the bridge 


over the Gacharati canal is in a dangerous state. 


(h) — General. 


28. The Sahachar, of the 6th August, says that the silver legislation 
of America has already produced a favour’ 
able rate of exchange, and hopes that wee 
purchase of silver by that country from the month of August will prove atl 
more advantageous to the finances of this country. There 1s therefore 2° 
longer a necessity of retaining the income-tas, which presses 0D all classes 


The income tax. 
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of people and tends to impoverish the country. Fixing the taxable 
nioimum at Rs. 1,000 will not meet the requirements of the case. 


99, The Samvad Prabhakar, of the 9th August, says that the Inspector- 


: General of Hospitals attributes the large 
oe Report on the influx of patients into the Campbell Hospital 
ee last year to scarcity of food. Well, when 
Government attributes any increase of crime in the country or any increase 
‘1 the number of prisoners in the jails to scarcity of food, it is a thing that 
can be understood, but one absolutely fails to see any connection between 
scarcity of food and an increase in the number of patients in the hospitals. 


ITI.—LEGIsLattve. 


30. The Sanjtvant, of the 9th August, says that the age of consent 
in the case of a wife should be raised from 
ten to fourteen years. Medical testimony is 
unanimous on the point that girls in this country attain their puberty at the 
age of fourteen, and that testimony is equally unanimous that girls do not 
become fit for sexual intercourse until some time has passed away after that 
age. So much for medical opinion. According to the Hindu shastras, a 
man holding sexual intercourse with a girl who has not attained her puberty 
is liable to heavy penalties, and may even be put to death, and not even 
the man who barely embraces such a girl is allowed to escape unpunished. 
The shastras are still followed in the North-Western Provinces, but are 
wholly disobeyed in Bengal. Here girls are now married at the age of six 
or seven, and are at once allowed to live with their husbands. Having 
regard to the rigorous penalties prescribed in the shastras for the offence, 
would it be too much to require the man who is guilty of this offence to be 
punished with, say, one year’s imprisonment? Section 375 of the Penal 
Code gives a girl the power of even selling her honour, if she pleases, 
provided she has attained her tenth year. What a horrible law this! A 
girl of ten years of age, though unable to give away a cowri’s worth of her 
material property, is left by the law to her own discretion in the matter of 
giving away her chastity! The writer would propose that the age of consent 
in the case of women other than wives be raised to twenty-one years, as that 
is the age at which a woman can, under the law, give herself away in 
Marriage even without the consent of her parents or guardians. 
dl. The Sdéraswat Patra, of the 9th August, has the following :— 
The pound-keeper is a powerful enemy 
pi’ Cattle trespass Act Amendment of the Indian cattle. Besides employing 
agents to bring cattle into his pound by 
unfair means, the pound-keeper ill-treats impounded animals in a most 
fearful manner. The poor animals are left at the mercy of the weather 
without a covering over their heads, and are not even supplied with sufficient 
food. Under these circumstances it was expected that Government in 
amending the existing law would direct its attention to the removal of these 
evils. It was thought that the cries of the poor cattle-owners had at last 
Succeeded in reaching the ears of the authorities. But the result has falsi- 
lied these expectations. The amendments proposed to be made in the cattle 
respass law have been all undertaken in the interest of the European 
planters; who complained to Government of the great injury they sustain 
“be e trespass of cattle upon their plantations. The proposed modifications 
lerefore have reference only to the enhancing of the penalties to be 
lnilicted upon cattle-owners for their negligence in not keeping their animals 
Properly secured. It is some time since the new Bill was introduced, and 
nothing has been heard about it again. Will not the Government pay the 
“ame attention to the complaints of the poor peasants which it is paying to 
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the complaints of the planters? If Government really means to tury 
deaf ear to the wailings of the poor peasant, it is earnestly prayed that the 
law will be allowed to remain as at present instead of being modif ’ 
in the manner proposed. Pine, 
32. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 13th August, think 
that any law that Government may make with 
PPh _— law for the preserva- the object of preventing the destruction of 
fish in this country will do more harm than 
good by increasing the oppression of the people. 


1V.—Native STATEs. 


33. The Bhdrat Mitra, of the 3lst July, says that, though one js 
unwilling to give up all hope about Cashmere 
till the Cashmere question is finally settled in 
Parliament, yet people familiar with British policy will say that the tiger 
never lets go the thing it has once got under its clutches. : 
34. The Sahkachar, of the 6th August, has the following on the Casb- 
mere Debate in the House of Commons :— 
ne Cashmere Debate in the House The Members of Parliament are 80 
OmmMOonS. « . ° . 
ignorant of Indian affairs that it was no 
difficult thing for Sir John Gorst to mislead them by his replies to 
Mr. Bradlaugh’s questions in regard to Cashmere. If the British Par- 
liament had been held in Calcutta instead of in London, it would have been 
difficult for the Under-Secretary of State to answer. questions regarding 
Gwalior, Rewa, and Cashmere in the manner he has done, and to remain 
in office for one week more. When he is hard pressed by Mr. Bradlaugh, 
Sir John Gorst sometimes evades an answer by saying that the Secretary of 
State has no official information to speak from, although the whole truth 
is known to all the world. All this shuffling and evasion notwithstanding, 
the Ministry are carrying everything with the help of their majority. The 
Members of the House have no independent opinion of their own, and they 
vote as their leaders ask them to do. Mr. Bradlaugh’s contention that if the 
Maharaja of Cashmere was guilty, an enquiry ought to have been made 
into his conduct was unanswerable. Sir Jobn Gorst said that the people of 
Cashmere do not want the Maharaja. But a plebiscite, if taken, will 
tell Sir John that his statement is incorrect. As the abuses in the 
administration of Cashmere originated during the reign of the late Maharaja 
Ranabira Singh, the present Maharaja cannot be justly held responsible for 
them. Sir John Gorst also says that the Maharaja thwarted schemes of 
reform, but. he had not the courage to name any particular scheme of 


Cashmere. 


reform that the Maharaja thwarted. Government dare not appoint a Com- 


mission to enquire into the case against the Maharaja. The writer next — 
refers to the Cashmere letters, and remarks that some Anglo-Indian of the © 
old type wrote those letters. The Maharaja is represented in these letters 
as plotting against the life of the Resident, Mr. Plowden. Thus the 
Baroda trick was sought to be repeated in the case of Cashmere. Agall, — 
though the Maharaja did not really intend to abdicate, his letter on the | 
subject was treated as a letter of abdiction. The Maharaja is charged with — 
extravagance, and that notwithstanding the fact that he was compelled to 
spend a lakh for the reception of the Commander-in-Ohief and Rs. 50,000 
for the entertainment of a few European shikaries. The question now !, 
will justice be done to the Maharaja? The prestige of Government WI 
increase rather than diminish if it rectifies the mistake it has made by 
deposing the Maharaja. Reference is then made to the warm reception 
recently accorded to the Maharaja by the people of Srinagar, and to the 
rumour that His Highness will be appointed President of the Durbar 
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Conneil, and the following remarks are made:—If there be truth in this 
«mour, then Lord Lansdowne must be admitted to have earned an undying 


reputation. . 
95, The Surabhi-o-Patéka, of the 8th August, refers to the warm 


reception which has been recently accorded 
to the Maharaja of Cashmere by the people 
of Srinagar, and quotes it as a proof of the love which the people of 
Cashmere bear for His Highness. What have they to say to this demon- 
stration of loyalty who try to make out that tne Maharaja is uopopular 
among his people ? 

36, The Dacca Prakash, of the 10th August, has the following :— 


1. Some people say that by annexing 
Cashmere, Government has violated its pro- 
mises and shaken the confidence of the Princes and people of India 
‘1 it, and that it is doubtful whether, after this breach of faith with 
the Maharaja of Cashmere, the Native Princes of India will support 
‘tin time of danger and difficulty. But as incidents of this nature have 
occurred more than once before without in any way decreasing the loyalty 
of the Native Chiefs, it is not at all likely that the present Cashmere inci- 
dent will make those Chiefs disloyal to Government. 


9. Some people say that the annexation of Cashmere is an act of 
injustice. But what if it is an act of injustice? There is nothing new or 
novel about this act of injustice. There would have been force in the 
objection if Englishmen had never made any conquest in India except in 
strict accordance with justice. But the fact is that there is not an iach of 
ground in India that has been taken by the English in strict accordance 
with justice. Is it not a fact that the English have conquered. India by 
force of arms and robbed thousands of men like Pratap Singh of their just 
soverelonty ? If so, why talk of justice in connection with the annexation 
of Cashmere ? To take other people’s property is an established maxim of 
English statesmanship, and the English have only followed that maxim 
in the case of Cashmere. Besides, as the conquest of one country by 


another is in every case robbery pure and simple, it is useless to talk of 
justice in such matters. 


3. Some people blame the English for taking Cashmere fraudulently 
and not by force of arms. But as taking other people’s possessions by 
force is decoity, and as dacoity is a much graver offence than fraud—witness 
the Indian Penal Code, in which dacoity is far more severely dealt with 
than frauad—the English cannot be blamed for having used the less objection- 
able method of occupying Cashmere. Besides, custom makes even the 
gtossest of vices wear the appearance of virtue; and as in taking Cashmere 
the English have only followed their old custom of taking other people’s 
property, they have done nothing for which they can be blamed. 


The Maharaja of Cashmere. 


Cashmere. 


V.—PROSPECT OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


37. The Sudhdkar, of the 8th August, says that it has learnt on the 
The Lieutenanteovernor and the authority of the Bangabdst newspaper that 


distressed 


‘ised people of the Burdwan though the Lieutenant-Governor paid a visit 
ag to Burdwan, His Honour took no steps to 
relieve the distress of the people suffering from the floods of the Damodar. 
Are, then, the poor people to be left entirely at the mercy of the floods ? 
ratecting the lives and property of his subjects is the first duty of the 


‘a iy the ruler who fails to discharge that must forfeit the respect of 
Cople, 
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88. The Sanjtvant, of the 9th August, has learnt that excessive rain. 
Prospects ofthe crops inthe Tangait fall in the Tangai! subdivision of the My. 
subdivision of the Mymensingh mensingh district has done great injury both 
district. to the harvest and to the standing Crops, The 
floods of the Jamuna and other rivers have also done damage to jute, And 
if the waters do not subside within a short time, the poor cultivators are 
sure to have a very hard time of it. 
89. The Bangabdsi, of “e oy iam 2S — oma the villages 
sia sahil of Hyla, Bamuna, Jakta, Bandgacha, Saloa 
wale Ga at ee. a and Belswar on the south biak of the oy 
Burdwan district. dar, in the Burdwan district, have been com. 
pletely submerged in consequence of a large number of breaches in the 
embankment. The huts of the villagers have been thrown down, their arable 
lands have been buried beneath s thick layer of sand, and their granaries 
and goods and chattels have been washed away. Government is requested 
to direct its attention to the condition of the poor villagers. 


VI.—MIscELLANEOUtS. 


40. The Chdruvartd, of the 28th July, has the following :— 

The curtailment of the Durja Puja holidays 
will, it is true, benefit the merchants, but it 
will make the people of India feel the heavy yoke of foreign domination, 
In any other country such a reduction of a religious holiday would have 
been attended with a serious disturbance. 

The trading instincts of the English in this country are gradually effect- 
ing a change for the worse in the relation of master and servant in the public 
offices. The Bengali clerks in these offices have become quite weary of the 
high handness of their Huropean masters. The curtailment of the Durga 
Puja vacation has proved beyond doubt that the English office masters do 
not care in the least for the feelings, the comforts, or the convenience of their 
native subordinates, their one aim in life in this country being to make 
money. The happiness of the native clerk is thus sacrificed at the alter of 
the English merchant’s greed for gold. And his sense of the disregard 
which is shown to his feelings by his raler, added to his poverty, cannot fail to 
make the native of India feel in his inmost heart the burden of the foreign 
yoke that rests upon him. What a shock it is to his feelings not to be 
allowed to perform his Puja ceremony in the usual style, and to meet his 
friends and relatives with open arms after a year’s separation ! 

The European merchants cannot any longer command the respect of 
their native subordinates, and Government too has incurred opprobrium by 
lending a helping hand to the merchants, As for the people, they will 
bear in silence this act of injustice, as they have borne many other acts of 
injustice before. 

41. The Arydvaria, of the 2nd August, says that in almost no 1n- 
stance have the promises contained in the 
Queen’s Proclamation of 1858 been up 1 
the present time fulfilled by the English Government. 

42. The Sakti, of the 5th August, says that Hari Mohan Maiti has been 

a = punished with a year’s imprisonment for having 

ante Agitation for raising the Garelessly done an act which resulted in his 
wife’s death, although the evidence of experts 
did not make it clear that he was the immediate cause of the accident. 
The circumstances under which Fulmani died cannot be said to be exceptional 
in this country, but who ever heard of similar accidents happening in similar 
cases? Instances very frequently crop up in which little girls have been 
brutally used, but it is very seldom one hears of such girls dying of the 


The Durga Puja holidays. 


The Qveen’s Proclamation. 


t- E3 


consequences of such usage. The fact that girls younger than Fulmani do 
jot die under circumstances exactly similar to those which proved fatal to 
her, and that girls older than Fulmani do sometimes die under similar 


eircumstances, gives rise to the doubt whether Fulmani actually died from 
the effects of her husband's careless act. 


It would not be far wrong to say that the majority of girls in Bengal 
re circumstanced a8 Fulmani was. And itis certainly a disgrace to Hindu 


society that 16 should suffer girls to sleep with their husbands after the age of 
ten, and to become mothers at the age of twelve. 


> 


Some of the Calcutta newspapers have proposed as a remedy for the 
il the raising of the age of consent under the Penal Code from ten to 
fourteen years. But they are sadly mistaken if they think that a fear of the 
law will prevent husbands from holding sexual intercourse with their minor 
wives. No amendment of the law will ever bring to light the offences that 
may be committed against it within the four walls of the zenana. The cir- 
eymstances which led to Fulmani’s death seldom lead to fatal consequences, 
and when they are attended with such consequences, the culprit is invariably 
brought to justice. Legislation cannot certainly govern a people’s social 
customs, and it will be futile in this matter too. The best remedy for the 
evil can be found out and applied only by the social leaders of the people 
themselves. 


43, The same paper has the following:—The Lieutenant-Governor 
left Burdwan after having received quite an 
ovation there, but he could not make time to 
pay a visit to the flooded villages. His Honour has since paid a visit to 
Krishnagar and is now staying at Berhampore. The oppressed ryots of 
Magura are praying him to see with his own eyes the miserable condition to 
which they have been reduced by the planters and the police. But it is 
not likely that His Honour will visit a place which promises no amusement, 
and where His Honour’s eye will see only deserted huts and His Honour’s 
ear will hear only poor men’s wailings. 


44. The Sahachar, of the 6th August, says that since the discharge of 
O’Hara by the High Court, the oppression 
of the natives of the country by the European 
soldiery has greatly increased, and refers by way of illustration to the recent 
Mallikpore shooting case and the Dum-Dum dog-setting case. The light 
punishments which are awarded by European Judges and Magistrates to 
European offenders have also contributed to bring about the same result. 
European soldiers come from the lowest classes of English society, and are 
often without any notion of God or religion, They look upon the natives 
of this country as wild beasts. When some companies of native soldiers from 
India were ordered to Malta during the Russo-Turkish war, the late 
Mr. John Bright blamed the Government for employing ‘ barbarians” in 
European warfare. But these “ barbarians” are as a matter of fact very 
much better men than the ordinary English soldier. There are among these 
barbarians ” Brahmins, Kshatriyas and other bigh caste Hindus possessed of 

zh moral and religious ideas. When it is remembered that the mutiny 
of Cawnpur was caused by the systematic ill-treatment of sepoys by their 

Wropean officers, the thought naturally arises in the mind that the 
resent oppression and ill-treatment of natives by Huropean soldiers may be 
productive of grave consequences. The Government and the Commander- 
1n-Chief are therefore requested [to put down this oppression. The soldiers 
should not be permitted to go out into the villages unaccompanied by some 
responsible officer. If some such measure is not taken by Government, the 
People will be compelled to take the law into their own hands. 


The Lieutenant-Governor’s tour. 


Oppression by the European soldiery. 


SAKTI, 
Any. 5th, 1890, 


SAHACHAR, 
Aug, 6th, 1899. 
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WREST 


NAVAYUGA, 
Aug. 7th, 1890, 


PRATIKAR, 
Any. sth, 1890. 


SAMAVA, 
Auy. Sth, 1890 


SAMAYA, 


SuMABHI-O-PATAKA, 
Ane. 8th, 1890. 
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45. The Navayuya, of the 7th August, says that the Lieutenant. 
‘ fe Governor's statement r. —- 18 NO means of 
The Lieutenant-Governor on reventing the annual floods of the Da 
a aid not satiafy Mr. R. C. Dutt, iRielieae a 
Burdwan. And it is a statement which is calculated to astonish even an 
ordinary coolie. The writer has marked for the last five years the indifference 
of Government in relieving distress in places suffering from flood and 
famine. 
46. Referring to the circular which is said to have been issued by the 
(sovernor-General’s Agent in Central Indja 
the Pratikdr, of the 8th August, says that it 
cannot believe that the English Government is capable of such a despotic 
measure. The Amrita Bazar Patrika and the Bengalis are now an eye-sore 
to the authorities, who will find no rest until they have exterminated the 
Congress. Why has the Amrita Bazar Pairtka been declared to be a trea- 
sonable paper P 
47. The Samaya, of the 8th August, fully approves of Dr. Mahendra 
The Librarianship of the Calcutta Lal Sarkar’s objection to the appointment of 
Public Library. Miss Sarala Ghosal to the post of librarian 
to the Calcutta Library. Women may be appointed to clerkships or such 
other posts as do not involve constant dealing with the public, as this libra. 
rianship must. Besides, it is not proper to appoiat a person to a post simply 
because that person is a woman. 


48. The same paper makes the following remarks on Mr. Henvey’s 


ti, Meads Cledates, Circular :—It is useless replying to what the 


Political Agent has said about the Congress 
movement. The writer is astonished to learn that either the Govern- 


ment or any one of its high officials can dare to go so far. Will not 
England or the civilised world hear all this ? Are men like Mr. Henvey the 
Kurd officials of the Sultan of Turkey or servants of the highly civilised 
English Government ? 
49. The Surabhi-o-Pataka, of the 8th August, says that the Amriia 
“The Amrita Bazar Patrika frownea Bazar Patrika newspaper has incurred the 
epon.” grave displeasure of Government. The rulers 
have always been hostile to this paper for its fearless outspokenness. It is 
the scourge of high-handed and despotic officials, who are always anxious 
to punish it. Lord Lytton’s Press Act was passed for this purpose. It was 
also for the purpose of punishing this paper that the Official Secrets Act was 
passed. And now the Political Agent for Central India is trying to ruin its 
prestige. That officer has issued a circular directing all Native Chiefs and 
their subjects living within the jurisdiction of the Central India Political 
Agency not to read or communicate with the Amrita Bazar Patrika. This 


Mr. Henvey’s Circular. 


has really astonished the writer. This circular clearly shews how English 


officials in this country are daily becoming more and more lowminded, and 
it is a striking proof of the fact that the British Government is now trans 
gressing the limits of good administration. If the English had ruled this 
country with justice they could never have been frightened by newspaper! 
criticisms, nor would they have shewn so much anxiety to punish newspapers 
which expose the defects of their administration. What a succession of bad 
measures has there been within the brief space of one year! That the sup- 
pression of the Praja Bandhu newspaper, the Official Secrets Act, the 
establishment of a secret police, and this present attempt to stop the circula- 
tion of the Amrita Bazar Patrika within Native States are all an outcome of 
their desire to conceal the defects of their administration is clearly seen by 
the public. But by every one of these acts they are only proclaiming more 
widely their own worthlessness. The rulers may think that they are able, 
by means of coercive measures, to prevent people from discussing thet acts ; 
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bat if they had possessed one grain of common sense they would have seen 
that such attempts, if made, can never succeed. It is simply impossible to 
nonceal wrongdoing by suppressing one or two newspapers or by passing one 
or two laws. And granting that such concealment is possible, what is there 
to prevent the consequences of wrong-doing P Sin will and must bear fruit 
, due time, and not all the punitive laws that man can make to conceal it 
gill avert its inevitable consequences. Cannot the shrewd English nation 
snderstand this? For the good of the English themselves the writer would 
advise them to allow the natives of the country to criticise the acts of Gov- 
onment. The English should also introduce such reforms in the adminis- 
tration as may be desired by the people. This will strengthen the foundations 
of Eoglish rule in this country. 


The ancient glories of [India have one by one disappeared, and only the 
Native Princes now remain to cheer the Indians and to make them forget 
their sorrows. And where is the Indian whose heart is not pierced with grief 
atthe sight of these Princes suffering insult and deposition at the hands of 
loweminded and low-born Political officers? It is this heart’s grief and 
agony that compels the Indians to expose the meanness of those mean- 
minded men. ‘The esteemed Amrita Bazar Pairika has devoted himself 
life and soul to this work, and hence this atttempt to expel him from the 
Native States. But will the expulsion of the Patrzka from the Native States 
serve to conceal effectually the wrong-doings of the Political officers? The 
only effect of the proposed measure will be that in Native States such things 
will be spoken of in whispers and thus gradually gain wide currency. It is 
not known whether the circular in question was sanctioned by the Govern- 
ment of India. If it was not, the Political officer who issued it should 
be called upon to furnish an explanation. Instead of increasing this 
circular will diminish the prestige of the British Government. The Govern- 
ment cannot therefore revoke the document too soon. 


50. Referring to the ill-treatment of a native lady of Madras by 
A Native lady in Madras insulted Mr. Clarke, of Cuddalore, the Sanjzvant, of 
by a European, the 9th August, says that the people of India 
will be able to brook in silence any oppressions and cruelties which may be 
committed by the Europeans on the male sex, but a similar treatment of the 
female sex by the Europeans will be absolutely intolerable to them. Krishna 
Ayer, the husband of the insulted lady, is a gentleman, but he must be a 
coward, or he would have killed on the spot the European who insulted his 
wife, And did he not feel ashamed to seek the assistance of the law against 
the rude usage his wife received at the hands of others? Whatever Europeans 
may do with the men of India, they should take care not to ill-use the women 
OfIndia. Itis true the Indians have become cowards, but they will not still 
allow their wives to be ill-treated.by Europeans. 


1. The same paper draws the attention of the opponents of repre- 
ypcbresentative Government in the sentative government in India to the form of 


— government prevailing in the island of Mauri- 


tus, and urges the following points for their consideration :— 


(1) The Mauritius island contains about two and-a-half lakhs of 
Indians, who are all coolies—absolutely illiterate men, and 
even these people have been considered fit to be entrusted 
with the elective franchise. And according to the Govern- 
ment’s own testimony, these coolies have never been found 
to abuse their privilage. Are the people of India then so 
far behind even these Mauritius coolies in education and 
advancement that Government does not consider them fit 
to be entrusted with the elective franchise ? 


SANJIVANI, 
Aug. 9th, 1890, 
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SANJIVANI, 
Auy. 9th, 1350. 


SARASWAT PATRA, 
Ang. 9th, 1890. 


SAMVAD PRABHAKAR, 
Atig. llth, 1890, 


DaINIK-0O-SAMACHAR 
CHANDRIK4, 


Aug. 14th, 1890, 
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2) Representative government has not been found to ¢ 

” , heart-bataing among the inhabitants of Mauritine 
although the island contains a heterogeneous population of 
Hindus, Mahomedans, and Christians. On the contrary, the 
Hindus, though they constitute the majority of the island 
population, have been known to return Frenchmen as thei, 
representatives in the Governor's Council, and have not 
monopolised all the seats in the Council, or snatched the 
administration from the hands of the rulers. What q 
pity that not even the most educated man in India jg 
considered worthy of the privilege which a veritable coolia 
enjoys in Mauritius. Both the Indians and the people 
of Mauritius live under the benign rule of the same 
sovereign, but how very differently are they treated! An 
Indian of the lowest class as soon as he leaves his country 
asa coolie bound for the island of Mauritius can look 
forward to privileges which are denied even to Rajas and 
Maharajas, and even to such a man as Sir Romesh Chunder 
Mitter in the land of his birth. 


52. The same paper says that the author of the circular which ig gajd 
Mr. Henvey andthe Amrita Bazar to have been issued to the Chiefs of Central 
Patrika. India, prohibiting them from subscribing to 
the Amrita Bazar Patrika, is no other than Mr. Henvey, of the Indian 
Midland Railway notoriety. Considering the absolute power he wields in. 
Central India, there should be nothing to wonder at in his issuing such a 
circular. Itis, however, not known whether Mr. Henvey has taken this step 
with the sanction of the Supreme Government. But the writer would state 
in connection with this point that the Government of India has itself issued 
a circular prohibiting all public servants from joining in political movements; 
that an order issued by a Judge in Hast Bengal to the munsifs under 
him makes it clear that the Congress is the political movement against which 

this circular of the Government of India is directed. 
53. The Sdraswat Patra, of the 9th August, says that the whole of 
esiite ts Oh anes een the Dacca district is under water. The men 
of the district have all left their homes to seek 
shelter with their relatives; but the poor cattle stand immersed in the 
water or are being drowned. A large number of infants, too, have lost 
their lives. The scene is touching toa degree. There was a heavy flood 
about four years ago, but the water did not on that occasion rise so high 
as it has risen this year. There must be some cause at work which has led 
in recent years to these destructive floods. And it is probable that some 
serious change in the course of the rivers is that cause. An attempt should 

be made to find out the real cause and to remove it. 
54, The Samvdd Prabhakar, of the 11th August, says that the 
The agitation for raising the ageof Agitation about raising the age of consent 
— to a higher limit than is fixed in the existing 
law is one that is calculated only to excite laughter in the Hindu commu- 
nity. The Hindus know very well that this idea of raising the age of 
consent can dwell only in the perverted imagination of some hot-headed 

youths and of a few foreigners. 
55. The Dainit-o-Samdchdr Chandrikd, of the 14th August, has 

The socall . . the following :— 

oe baited — The audi Bazar Patrtké, aided by the 
other native papers of Bengal, made this country too hot for Sir Lepe 
Griffin. And Sir Lepel’s successor, Mr. Henvey, is already taking 
precautions lest Sir Lepel’s fate should overtake him too. He is there- 
fore doing his best to set the Chiefs of Central India not only against 
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the Patrika, but against all the native newspapers of Bengal and their 
news agents 10 Central India, and against the whole Bengali nation. 
Political Agent is the Governor-General’s immediate representative 

al India; his power over the Central Indian Chiefs is therefore 
spsolute. Indeed, he may be called the absolute monarch of that part 
of the Indian Empire. Tne Chiefs must therefore bow to his command, 
or the fate of Cashmere or Malhar Rao will overtake them. But that 
this Political Agent should be in such dread of the Bengal newspapers 
; certainly a fact of which the Bengali press ought to be proud. 
There is no room for the suspicion that the circulars may be spurious docu- 
ments issued by come enemy of Mr. Henvey with a view of discrediting him. 
The statement of the Amrita Bazar Paitrikd’s correspondent, that the 
irculars, written in Hindi and Urdu, were taken to the Chiefs for perusal 
and signature removes all such suspicion. If the documents had been 


spurious, their authors would certainly not have dared to send them round 
for perusal and signature. 


Tosay the least, Mr. Henvey has given proof of the gravest indiscretion, 
and, though the Viceroy’s Political Agent, he has shown a sad want of 
political foresight. It cannot be doubted for a moment that his circulars 
will be extremely prejudicial to the prestige of the British Govornment in 
this country. Russia will know therefrom that the English Government does 
not believe its Indian subjects and the Indian Chiefs. And will the Bear 
fail to make good use of this knowledge? There cannot certainly be on 
the face of the earth a more stupid politician than he who gives his enemy 
such an advantage as this, and Mr. Henvey has given his enemy this advan- 
tage. Does it not prove that the Governor-General’s Political Agent in 


Central India is a most stupid politician? And should such a stupid politi- 
cian be allowed to hold such a high position P : 


The following is a review of some of the points in the circulars :— 


(1) The Rajas, Nawabs and Thakoors of Central India have been 
told not to take the Amrita Bazar Patrika without the 
permission of the Agent or his Assistant. Tiis order will 
greatly humiliate the Chiefsin the eyes of their subjects, 
who will clearly see from this that their rulers are mere 
executors of the Political Agent’s will, and have no 
will or authority oftheir own. And such a belief regarding 
the powers and privileges of the Native Chiefs in the minds 


of their subjects may be the cause of serious confusion in 
the Native States. 


_ Does not Mr. Henvey see that if the Patrike is taken and read surrep- 
utiously, in consequence of his circular, more harm will be done than can be 
done by taking and reading it openly? In expressing his malice against 
a newspaper Mr. Henvey has acted very stupidly, and has proved both 
himself and the Government he serves to be cowards. And is Russia sleep- 
ng 80 soundly that she will not take note of this? 


(2) It will be impossible for Russia to contain her laughter when 
she hears that the Political Agent of Central India has 
ordered spies to be set upon any Bengali entering a Native 
State under the Agent’s jurisdiction. The throne of the ruler 
who cannot view without suspicion the movement of any 
one of his subjects from one part of the country to another 
must be one which is ready to fall. The throne of Russia 
is being shaken by the Nihilists, and the throne of the 
Political Agent of Central India is being shaken by the 
Bengalis. | 


4 hae Bac g's ° - : 
KOSS APRN AERA 0 BEEBE REALE ARIELLE PARE EGA HE NS 
" : 
S| *5 
- Tor. 


| Tee } 


8) Mr. Henvey’s dread of the Bengalis is seen in its fy 

") in the ster directing the application of any ta 
an appointment under any of the Native Chiefs to be 
once forwarded to the British Resident. This order also 
makes it clear that Mr. Henvey does not trust the Native 
Chiefs. The writer will not wonder if, after this, Russia 
makes arrangements for an invasion of this country in the 
hope that she will be helped in her undertaking by the 
Indian Chiefs. Itis a matter for the serious consideration 
of the authorities if the Political Agent, who can brino 
about such a state of things, is fit to be retained in his hich 
position. 5 


Political Agent is afraid of political Sannyasis, and he 
apparently thinks that these Sannyasis may one day be the 
cause of arebellion. Perhaps Mr. Henvey has just finished 
reading that part of European History which deals with 
the Crusades, or is still reading Scott’s Zulisman. It 
would be otherwise difficult to understand why the Political 
Agent should get into such a sudden fit of fear about 
political Sannyasis, The empire which can be shaken by 
the —_— talk of a Datt or an Alaram is one that ought 
to fall. 


(5) The police is to interfere in political meetings. The 
English have learnt this policy from Nihilist-stricken 
Russia. May Heaven spare the English the fate of 
Russia ! 


(6) The last item in the circular, but not the least in point of im- 
portance, is the order making it incumbent on the Chiefs 
to expel from their States within 24 hours anybody 
whom they suspect to be a spy of the Amrita Bazas 
Patrika or any other Bengali newspapers. All the other 
newspapers of Bengal can certainly participate in the 
triumph which has been achieved by the Patria. They 
are not certainly ‘ nobodies’ whom the Governor-General’s 
Agent in Central India fears so much. Thanks to Mr. 
Henvey, the glory of the native papers in Bengal is rapidly 
increasing, and the editors of those papers may well feel 
proud of themselves, May brother Henvey live long and 
prosper ! 


URIYA PAPERS. 


Phuong 56. The Uthal Dipikd, of the 19th July, regrets to find that the police 
ne officers of Cuttack have proved themselves 
wholly incompetent to discharge their duties 


in connection with a dacoity which is said to have been committed in Raghu- 
nathpore. | 


Pitehs ane Lanes. 57. The Dipata and the Utkal Dipikd, of the 19th July, are unanimous ip 
Hm their condemnation of the punishmest inflicted 
on two young and promising students of the 

Ravenshaw College. According to the Utkal Dipikd, the Cuttack public have 


taken the matter as one of public interest, and will submit a representation t0 
the authorities on the subject. 


The Cuttack police. 
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63 The Dipaka, of the 9th July, is sorry to find that the death of the 

late Raja of Nayagurh has been a fruitful 

The Nayagarh State. cause of quarrel between the claimants to the 

Raj Gadi of that State, and requests the Superintendent of the Tributary 
sete in Orissa to settle such disputes without delay. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 


Bengali Translator. 


BENGALI TRANSLATOR’S OFFICE, 
The 16th August 1890. 


l. B.O. and others—Beng. Sect. Prosa—Rez. No. 49200—70— 19-89-90, 


DIPaKA, 
July 9th, 1890. 
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